Nevada Office of Traffic Safety

Child Safety Seat Inspection Event

Best Practice Recommendations 

►LIABILITY INSURANCE:









Mandatory for lead/umbrella agency conducting event; see attached example of Car Seat Safety Program Agreement and Release, as well as contacting your insurance company





· SUPPLIES:












· Fun Noodles -- (swimming pool accessories); needed for adjusting rear-facing seats to the correct angle
· Non-slip shelf liner -- Used for vinyl or leather vehicle seats to prevent slippage of CPSS (Child Passenger Safety Seat)






· Scissors/Pliers/Leatherman tools -- Used for cutting fun noodles, shelf liner, adjusting harness straps on CPSS, etc.








· Clipboards/Pens -- Used by CPSS inspectors/technicians for documenting Child Passenger Checklist, Liability waiver forms, etc. (see attached examples)

· Safety Cones -- For delineation of individual work stations for cars to pull into for inspection
· CRS Recall List – Needed for reference for possible replacement and/or destruction of vehicle’s current CRS; contact OTS for most recent list, or log on to www.nhtsa.dot.gov (Occupant Protection, Child Passenger Safety)










· EASY Entry/Exit OF VEHICLES (one way—no turning around or backing up):


Coordinate safety cone placement with ample space for entry and exit of vehicles for  inspection












· CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY SEATS:
(types)






Infant seats (optional) rear-facing only, < 1yr old AND <20 lbs.



Convertible seats (for rear-facing or forward-facing)
 infants (RF), toddlers (FF)


Combination seats (used with internal harness from 20-40 pounds; then remove harness to use as a booster from 40-80 lbs).

Booster seats (hi-, or no-back) for children 40-80 lbs, and less than 4’9” tall

BE SURE TO NOTIFY CPS LEAD TECHNICIAN IN ADVANCE OF MAKE

 (i.e., Evenflo, Cosco, etc.) AND TYPE OF SEATS ORDERED/ON HAND BEFORE EVENT
· CPS INSPECTORS & TECHNICIANS:







MUST have, at a very minimum, at least one currently certified NHTSA CPS Technician (32-hour course) as the ‘lead technician’ for event; this person is responsible for approving CPS assistants (Nevada’s 12-hour course) and other technicians’ seat installation before vehicle leaves event.
Generally requires two people per vehicle; for a highly-publicized event, recommend as many technicians/assistants as you can get your hands on.  Check with your law enforcement, EMS, and other volunteers to be sure they are currently NHTSA-certified.

ADDITIONAL INFO:









Not recommended that you limit event to certain residents; this requires additional time of requesting proof of residency during event, and does not avoid the discrimination issue(s).

Not recommended to advertise ‘free’ seats; this creates a stampede.  Rather, advertise seats to be distributed on a sliding-fee scale basis, or if WIC or WELFARE recipients, free with a minimal donation, if possible.  This allows any revenue generated to go back into the program to purchase additional seats, etc.


Provide food and water to volunteers working event; these folks generally work 4-6 hours without a break.
Be sure restroom access is available for volunteers and participants.
If law enforcement personnel are on-site for event, they are on the payroll (unless they are volunteering their time as civilians), and they may or may not write citations for drivers in violation of Nevada’s CPS law (with revisions effective June 1, 2004) which states:

‘children under age 6 and weighing less than 60 pounds . . . shall [be secured] in a child restraint system which has been approved . . . in accordance with . . . Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards . . . and is appropriate for the size and weight of the child; and is installed within and attached safely and securely to the motor vehicle. . . in accordance with the instructions for installation and attachment provided by the manufacturer of the child restraint system; or in another manner that is approved by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.’ (effective June 1, 2004: NRS 484.474)
Although this is Nevada law, it is not all inclusive, and best practices recommendations are as follows:

►ALL children under age 13 should ride properly buckled in the back seat

· NEVER put a rear-facing infant seat in front of an active air bag















· NEVER hold a child on your lap



















· NEVER let the shoulder part of a lap-shoulder belt fall behind the back or under the arm of a child













· Rear-Facing Infant Seat: For infants up to 20 lbs AND at least one year of age (check maximum weight limits on car seat label for rear-facing position, to keep rear-facing as long as possible)












· Convertible Seat: Rear-facing for infants up to 20 lbs and at least one year old (be sure to check rear-facing weight limit for that particular seat); Forward-facing for children at least one year old AND 20 pounds, up to about 40 pounds













· Forward facing-only seat:  For children over 20 lbs and over one year old until a child weighs 40 pounds

►Booster seat:  For children over 40 pounds that are still too small for seat belt use (about 4 to 8 years old, 40 – 80 pounds, and under 4’9” tall)








rev 09/2004
CPS CHECKPOINT

CHECKLIST

( child seat check forms, waivers, CHAD stickers, pens, clipboards

(  station tubs (2 stations can share 1 tub) to include:

*scissors *non-slip *locking clips (both lightweight and heavy-duty) *hand-wipes *Leatherman or pliers *travel-size Kleenex * give-aways

(  pool noodle DO NOT CUT

(  shade structures, if you have them

( weight scale

(  car seats



*convertibles

*high-back w/ harness boosters (combination)

· *Hi- and low-back boosters

· Highway/street signs, “Child Seat Check Ahead,” etc.

· Traffic Cones: mark off inspection quadrants, traffic flow, etc
(  refreshments



*water (preferably cold) *lunch (if necessary) *snacks

⁭ Easily accessible restrooms 
⁭ Current Recall List(s)
